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COUNTING
THE COST 
OF FREE SPEECH

tailers.
“I just don’t see the benefit of them

coming to march,” she said. “I don’t
see how it helps the victims.

“It won’t bring justice, it won’t se-
cure convictions — I wish these peo-
ple would find more productive ways
to get their point across.”

The shop was closed to min-
imise losses, but Kara said
the damage had already
been done.

“Once we miss people
on Saturday, they don’t
come back — we’ve lost
them for the week,” she
said.

“People can be put off
visiting town for weeks
afterwards.

“Either the EDL don’t re-
alise the effect it has on us, or
they do realise and they just don’t
care.”

She added: “It’s like they want to
punish shopkeepers for what hap-
pened to these girls, when we want
justice like anyone else.

“Why don’t they give all the
money they spent getting here to a
rape charity or the victims?”

Andrew and Franca Pinkney, own-
ers of Miele Deli on High Street, kept
their doors open all day on Saturday
and were pleased to welcome defiant
customers.

“But our takings were certainly
down,” said Andrew. “That said, we
did get a lot of people coming in just
to support us and the town centre.

“They saw us on TV saying that
we would be open, so we had a lot of
regular customers and a few new
ones too.

“But the ones who came were
coming just for us — we didn’t get
any passing trade, even though the
march didn’t come down High
Street.”

Franca said protests were bad for
business, wherever they happened. 

“It needs to happen somewhere
else, away from the town centre,” she
added.

“Even if it happens on Main
Street, it still keeps people away.”

Karen Carr is about to open her
first shop on High Street. Boutique
store La Belle Lingerie will be at the
top end, near the Imperial Buildings.

She said the prospect of further
protests was a worry, but refused to
be put off.

“When I was offered the spot I was
just elated,” she said. “I’m local, so
I’m really proud to have a shop here
in Rotherham.

“When I hear protests are affecting
business and I haven’t even opened
yet, I am a bit concerned.

“But this isn’t going to stop my
passion or reduce my enthusiasm. I
suppose it means I’ll have to work
harder at marketing.”

Chief Supt Jason Harwin, Rother-
ham’s police commander, said
marches cannot be lawfully stopped
or moved — even if they harm the
town’s economy.

“We cannot limit these things to
Sundays only,” he said. “It’s their
right to protest and it’s not up to us

to say: ‘You can’t do it on a
Saturday.’”

Ian Crossland, EDL
organiser for South
Yorkshire, said the
cost to shopkeepers
was “regrettable”
but necessary.

“We don’t just do
this to cost people
money,” he said.

“We do this to high-
light problems.
“The cost is down to

police and council failings.
“The big problem we have is

getting people to and from places.
We just can’t get so many people
there on a Sunday.

“I planned the route and deliber-
ately avoided High Street, but I think
the welfare of these victims is more
important than a day’s trade.”

He added: “I think we really
achieved something on Saturday. I
feel the pressure we put on has really
helped.”

TOWN CENTRE shop-
keepers have condemned far-
right protesters for slashing
their profits by up to 90 per
cent. 

Last Saturday, members of the
English Defence League and
Britain First paraded in the wake
of the Rotherham child sex abuse
scandal.

The protest made a big dent in tak-
ings on High Street — even though
marchers were kept away.

Some shops stayed closed or shut
their doors early, although others re-
mained open.

Boys’ toys store Things Boys Like
opened until 1pm, as owner Chris
Paston predicted a poor turnout.

“These events certainly don’t en-
tice people into town. We lose about
90 per cent of our trade every time it
happens,” he said.

“I recognise people’s right to

protest and their right to free speech,
but I’d prefer that they did it on a
Sunday.”

Mr Paston added: “There’s still a
lot of optimism about the town centre
— I don’t think any other town is
doing as much for its high street as
this one.

“But these protests just don’t help
us. 

“Takings drop for a few days ei-
ther side of these marches. It brings
everyone down an people spend less
when they’re unhappy.”

The Whistle Stop Sweet Shop shut
up shop at around the same time, as
takings were down 70 per cent.

Co-owner Kara Chapman (inset)
said she understood people being
angry at the child abuse scandal, but
not the right wing’s disregard for re-
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